	BELARUS

	General information

	
Area: 207.600 Km2

Capital: Minsk (1.672.000 inhabitants)

Other main cities
Gomel (501.000 inhabitants); 
Mogiljew (367.000 inhabitants)
Witebsk (356.000 inhabitants); 
Grodno (302.000 inhabitants).

Population: 9.950.000 inhabitants (density 47,9 inhabitants per Km2)

Language: the official language is Belorussian. Russian is also widely used.

Currency
The official currency of Belarus is the Belorussian Rouble (BRb) BYB. The exchange rate on the 15th of March 2004 was 2.655,6100 BRb per Euro.



	Main economic indicators

	Indicator

2000

2001

2002

2003

GDP at current prices (BRb billions)
9.126

16.913

26.138

35.930

GDP at current prices (US$ billions)

12.674

12.168

14.600

17.500

Real growth rate (%)

5,8
4,1

4,7
6,8

Per capita income (US$)

n.d.

n.d.

n.d.

n.d.

Inflation %

168,6

61,1

42,5

28,2

Unemployment rate

n.d.

n.d.

n.d.

n.d.

Balance of trade (US$ millions)

 
 
 
 
Exports (Fob)

6.932

7.650

7.909

10.092

Imports (Fob)

7.840

8.300

8.821

11.326
Balance

-908

-650

-912

-1.234

Exchange rate BRd/US$ (annual average)

720

1.390

1.791

2.054

Foreign debt (US$ millions)

982

948

890

890

International reserves (US$ millions – excluded gold)

351

391

619

595

Source: EIU, Economist Intelligence Unit: Country Report, March 2004



	
Future prospects

	A total economic growth of 6% is expected for 2004, while in 2005 a further slowdown should reduce the increase in the GDP to 5%.

In the presence of increasing real incomes, the domestic demand will continue to rise and the GDP total growth in the years 2004-2005 could be even faster.


	 

	2004
	2005

	GDP (var. %)
	6
	5


	Inflation (%)

	21,5

	25


	Balance of trade (US$ millions)

	Exports
	12.550

	14.550


	Imports
	14.045

	15.939


	Balance
	-1.495
	-1.385

	Source: EIU, Economist Intelligence Unit: Country Report March 2004



	

	Production sectors

	Nowadays Belarus is a country with a developed industrial basis, while agricultural production has been overshadowed. 

	Sector
2000
2001
2002

Agriculture

12,7

8,9

9

Industry

25,8

27,7

26

Building

5,7

5,3

5,3

Transport

11,8

11,3

11,3

Commerce and catering

9,2

9,7

10,4

Services

n.d.

n.d.

n.d.

Source: EIU, Economist Intelligence Unit: Country Report; March 2004




	Trade exchange with Italy 

	Trade exchanges between Italy and Belarus are limited and discontinuous. Italy is mainly a supplier of Belarus, the value of exports is more than double the one of imports. As a consequence, the balance usually shows a surplus on the Italian side.

As for the categories of the exchanged goods, textiles and leather dominate our imports from Belarus, together with lighting equipment, metals and their alloys. Italy purchases from Belarus meat and live animals, too. Italy exports to Belarus mainly machines and equipment, textiles and furniture.


	Trade exchange Italy - Belarus 
Trend 2003-2002-2001
	2003
value in €
	2002
value in €
	2001
value in €

	Exports
	183,894,396 
	184,936,411 
	150,699,169 

	Imports
	85,028,846 
	104,797,628 
	92,955,742 

	Balance
	98,865,550 
	80,138,783 
	57,743,427 


Source: ISTAT

	Trade exchange Piedmont - Belarus 
Trend 2003-2002-2001
	2003
value in €
	2002
value in €
	2001
value in €

	Exports
	10.839.934
	10.088.528
	9.750.225

	Imports
	5.264.285
	5.249.658
	4.657.158

	Balance
	5.575.649
	4.838.870
	5.093.067


Source: ISTAT 

	Trade exchange Vercelli - Belarus 
Trend 2003-2002-2001
	2003
value in €
	2002
value in €
	2001
value in €

	Exports
	1.626.689
	1.113.400
	487.739

	Imports
	70.591
	18.551
	7.570

	Balance
	1.556.098
	1.094.849
	480.169


Source: ISTAT 

MAIN USEFUL ADDRESSES

Partners of the “CC Factor” Project

Minsk Department of Belarusian Chamber of Commerce and Industry
Contact person: Tatsiana Klyshevich

65, Ya. Kolas Street
22011 Minsk 
Tel: +375 17 2660673; Fax: +375 17 2625418
Email: eet@cci.by
	Embassies and Consulates in Italy

	Ambasciata della Bielorussia 

	Ambassador: VLADIMIR KONDRATOV (dal 24/09/02) 

	Via delle Alpi Apuane 16, 00141 Roma 

	Tel. 06 8208141 / 82003213 - Fax. 06 82002309 

	Embassies and Consulates in Belarus

	Ambasciata d’Italia

	Ambassador: Guglielmo Ardizzone 

	Ulitza Karl Marx, 37 - 220042 Minsk 

	Tel. (+375 172) 29.29.69 Fax (+375 172) 2343046 

	ambitminsk@belsonet.net 


