	CROATIA

	General information

	Area: 56.538 Km2
 
Capital: Zagreb (954.000 inhabitants)
 
Other main cities

Spalato (190.000 inhabitants) 
Fiume (205.900 inhabitants)
Rijeka (170.000 inhabitants) 
Zara (135.000 inhabitants)
Osijek (105.000 inhabitants)
Varazdin (94.000 inhabitants) 
Pola (85.250 inhabitants).

Population: 4.500.000 inhabitants (density 79,5 inhabitants per Km2)

Language

The official languages of the country are Croatian and Serb. However, English, German and Italian are widely used as trade languages.

Currency

The monetary unit is the la Kuna (HRK), divided into 100 Lipa. The exchange rate on the 15th of March 2004 was 7,4319 Kuna per Euro.



	Main economic indicators 

	Indicator
2000
2001
2002
2003
GDP at current prices (HRK billions)
157,5
169
176
187
GDP at current prices (US$ billions)
19
20,3
22,4
27,9
Real growth rate (%)
2,9
3,8
5,2
4,3
Per capita income (US$)
n.d.
n.d.
n.d.
n.d.
Inflation %
6,5
5,2
2,3
1,8
Balance of trade (US$ millions)
 
 
 
 
Exports (Fob)
4.567
4.759
5.004
6.285
Imports (Fob)
7.771
8.737
10.652
14.206
Balance
-3.204
-3.978
-5.648
-7.921
Unemployment rate (%)
21,3
22
21,5
19,5
Exchange rate HRK/ US$ (annual average)
8,28
8,34
7,87
6,70
Foreign debt (US$ millions)
10.500
10.700
15.200
23.000
International reserves (US$ millions - excluded gold)
2.851
4.021
5.885
8.191
Source:  EIU, Economist Intelligence Unit: Country Report March 2004



	Future prospects

The forecast increase in the GDP for 2004 is only 3,8%, while a new recovery of 4,3% is expected in 2005.

 
The improvement in the conditions of economic growth in the European Union will have positive effects on Croatian growth in 2005, stimulating especially the export sector.
As regards relationships with the European Union, Croatia’s engagement for its candidature for entry into the EU will be at the centre of the politic-economic agenda. In fact, the country hopes to participate in the second expansion of the European Union  forecast for 2007.

	 
2004

2005
GDP (var. %)
3,8
4,3
Inflation (%)
2,3
2,6
Balance of trade (US$ millions)
 
 
Exports
7.600
8.600
Imports
16.100
17.800
Balance
-8.500
-9.200
Source: EIU, Economist Intelligence Unit: Country Report March 2004



	Production sectors

	Also thanks to a newly found stability on the price front, the economic situation has shown until now good growth prospects, driven by a strong impact of the manufacturing and service sectors. There are good prospects for economic recovery in the 21st century.



	 
2000
2001
2002
2003
Agriculture and fishing
9,5
n.d.
8,4
8,1
Manufacturing and mining sector 
27
n.d.
24,3
28,7
Building
5,9
n.d.
5,5
7,2
Commerce, tourism, procurement
n.d.
n.d.
n.d.
n.d.
Transport and trade
22,2
n.d.
24,1
9,6
Public services
22,6
n.d.
21,4
18,1
Other services
12,8
n.d.
16,3
28,3
Source: EIU, Economist Intelligence Unit Country Report, March 2004



	Trade exchange with Italy

	Trade exchanges between Italy and Croatia are characterized by a surplus in favour of Italy, which is Croatia’s most important trade partner, together with Germany. The exchanges between Italy and Croatia have seemed to be on the increase in the last few years.
As for the structure of Italian exchanges with Croatia, on the import side there are clothing products, in particular knitwear and food, but also oil, natural gas and basic chemicals, cut wood and shoes. The main exports from Croatia focus on the same products, but with the addition of machinery, motor vehicles and furniture.

	Trade exchange Italy - Croatia 
Trend 2003-2002-2001
	2003
value in €
	2002
value in €
	2001
value in €

	Exports
	2.128.430.563 
	2.058.529.002 
	1.692.311.586 

	Imports
	1.102.840.311 
	978.091.102 
	954.312.752 

	Balance
	1.025.590.252 
	1.080.437.900 
	737.998.834 


Source:ISTAT 
	Trade exchange Piedmont - Croatia 
Trend 2003-2002-2001
	2003
value in €
	2002
value in €
	2001
value in €

	Exports
	114.119.075
	99.274.842
	67.060.370

	Imports
	28.217.007
	19.575.276
	28.159.359

	Balance
	85.902.068
	79.699.566
	38.901.011


Source: ISTAT

	Trade exchange Vercelli - Croatia 
Trend 2003-2002-2001
	2003
value in €
	2002
value in €
	2001
value in €

	Exports
	4.883.864
	3.000.405
	3.130.371

	Imports
	1.816.838
	2.025.963
	2.191.892

	balance
	3.067.026
	974.442
	938.479


Source: ISTAT

MAIN USEFUL ADDRESSES

Partners of the “CC Factor” Project

UMIS-SMEA Small and Medium Entrepreneurs' Association
Contact person: Tea Lajsic

Donje svetice 40
10000 Zagreb 
Tel: +385 1 2441 491, +385 91 416 7887; Fax: +385 1 2441 422
Email: umis-smea@hi.htnet.hr
	Embassies and Consulates in Italy

	Ambasciata di Croazia e Ufficio Commerciale 

	Ambassador: Drago Kraljevic (dal 28/02/01) 

	Via Luigi Bodio, 74/76 00191 Roma 

	Tel. (06) 36307300-36304650 - Fax (06) 36303405 

	Consular Section Tel. (06) 36304630 Fax (06) 36303269 

	vrhrim@mvp.hr 

	Consolato Generale 

	Via Dante, 9 - 20123 Milano 

	Tel. (02) 8052183 Fax (02) 8052827 

	Rappresentanza Consolare 

	Piazza Goldoni, 9 - 34122 Trieste 

	Tel. (040) 775144 / 775142 - Fax (040) 773959 

	consolatocroato@tin.it 

	Embassies and Consulates in Croatia

	Ambasciata Italiana 

	Ambassador: Fabio Pigliapoco 

	Meduliceva Ulica, 22 - 41000 Zagabria 

	Tel. (+385 1) 484 6386484 - Fax (+385 1) 484 6384 

	ambitalia@zg.hinet.hr 

	www.ambitalia.hr

	Consolato generale 

	Cons. Gen. Roberto Pietrosanto 

	Riva 16 - 511000 Fiume 

	Tel. (+385 51) 212454 - Fax (+385 51) 214308 

	confium@ri.tel.hr 

	www.tel.hr/confium/ 

	Vice Consolato 

	Vice Consul: Marcello Apicella 

	Obala Hrvatskog Narodnog Preporoda n. 10/3 21000 Spalato 

	Tel. (+385 21) 348155 / 589107; Fax (+385 21) 361268 

	consitalsplit@st.tel.hr 



	Italian Institute for Foreign Trade - I.C.E

	Italijanski Institut Za Vanjsku Trgovinu Vladina Ustanova

	Director: Maurizio Bocchini 

	Gunduliceva 3 

	P.O. Box 288 - 10000 Zagabria 

	Tel. (+385 1) 4830711 - Fax (+385 1) 4830740 

	zagabria.zagabria@ice.it 

	www.ice.it/estero2/zagabria/defaultuff.htm

	European Union Representation

	Rappresentanza dell’Unione Europea in Croazia

	Gunduliceva, 19/I 

	10000 Zagabria 

	Tel. (+385 1) 421693 - Fax (+385 1) 421820 


