	POLAND

	General Information 

	Area

311.904 Km2

Capital

Warsaw (1.611.000 inhabitants)

Other main cities
Lodz (793.000 nhabitants) 

Cracovia (742.000 inhabitants) 

Wroclaw (634.000 inhabitants)

Posnania (575.000 inhabitants) 

Danzica (457.000 inhabitants) 

Stettino (417.000 inhabitants) 

Bydgoszcz (385.000 inhabitants)

Lublin (356.000 inhabitants)

Katowice (341.000 inhabitants)

Population

38.650.000 inhabitants (density 123,9 inhabitants per Km2)


Language
Polish is the official language of the country; English and Russian are commonly used for business activities. Technical documents may also be in German.


Currency
The monetary unit is the Zloty. The Zloty id divided into 100 Groszy. The exchange rate on the 15th of March 2004 was 4,7200 Zloty per 1 Euro.


	Main economic indicators 

	


	Indicator
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003

	GDP at current prices (Zloty millions)
	712.300
	750.800
	781.100
	814.700

	GDP at current prices (US$ billions)
	163,9
	183
	191,4
	209,5

	Real growth rate (%)
	4
	1
	1,4
	3,8

	Per capita GDP (in Zloty, current prices)
	n.d.
	n.d.
	n.d.
	n.d.

	Inflation (%)
	10,1
	5,5
	1,9
	0,7

	Unemployment rate (%)
	14,4
	16,2
	19,7
	20,0

	Balance of trade (US$ millions)
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Exports (fob)
	35.902
	41.664
	46.742
	61.007

	Imports (fob)
	48.210
	49.324
	53.991
	66.732

	Balance
	-12.308
	-7.660
	-7.249
	-5.725

	Exchange rate PLN / US$ (annual average)
	4,35
	4,09
	4,08
	3,89

	Foreign debt (US$ billions)
	63,3
	62,4
	69,7
	86,8

	Net international reserves (US$ millions)
	26.562
	25.648
	28.650
	32.579

	Source:  EIU, Economist Intelligence Unit: Country Report March 2004


	


	Future prospects 

	The economic forecasts for il 2004-2005 show a gradual reduction in the unemployment rate, together with a lowering of interest rates, which should support the consumers’ expenditure. Furthermore a general recovery in investment should characterize 2004 and, even more, 2005, to the advantage especially of the building sector.

The depreciation of the zloty should then help the growth in Polish exports, also thanks to the recovery in the demand from Western Europe.


These trends should allow an increase of about 5% in the economic growth rate in 2004, which, however, might already decrease to 4,8% in 2005.


	 
	2004
	2005

	GDP (var.%)

	5,0

	4,8


	Inflation (%)

	2,4

	2,8


	Balance of trade (US$ billions)

	 
	 

	Exports

	74,1

	86,7


	Imports

	80,2

	93,9


	Balance

	-6,1

	-7,2


	Source: EIU, Economist Intelligence Unit: Country Report March 2004



	


	Production sectors 

	Poland is a country with a private sector, both secondary and tertiary, which is increasingly growing.


In 1989 the private sector contributed to the creation of only 18% of the GDP, while today this percentage is about 50%. In the same way also the employment field has deeply changed: the percentage of the labour force occupied in the private sector, excluded agricultural activities, doubled between the end of the 80s and the end of the 90s.

The sector that has suffered the greatest decrease as regards its contribution to the GDP is the agricultural one. In fact its contribution changed from 13,1% in 1988 to a percentage lower than 4% between the end of the 90s and the beginning of the years 2000. However, this does not mean that the influence of the sector on Polish economic system has decreased, since agriculture remains one of the most important sectors as regards the employed labour force, equal to the industrial sector. An important expansion has taken place in the service sector, whose contribution to the GDP is now 50%, while it was only 14,1% in 1988.


	Settore
	1999
	2000
	2001
	2002

	Agriculture, Hunting
	3,8
	3,8
	3,8
	3,2

	Industry
	27,7
	26,7
	24,1
	23,9

	Building
	8,9
	8,3
	7,3
	6,7

	Trade and related sectors
	21,6
	20,8
	20,5
	21,3

	Public administration, government services
	13,4
	17,5
	16,1
	16,2

	Trasport, financing and market services
	24,7
	22,9
	28,2
	28,9

	Source: EIU, Economist Intelligence Unit: Country Report; March 2004


	


	Trade exchange 

	Trade exchanges between Italy and Poland develop steadily. Both Italian exports towards Poland and imports from Poland have been constantly growing in the last few years. However the trade balance remains positive for Italy, which is prevalently a supplier country for Poland. In fact the exports greatly overcome Italian purchases.


The analysis of the categories of the exchanged goods shows that motor vehicles, parts and accessories for motor vehicles are the main items imported by Italy from Poland, fpllowed by chemicals, clothing items, accessories live animals and products of animal origin. Imports of broadcasting sets and electric appliances are important, too.

The main Italian exports towards Poland are motor vehicles and their parts, but also domestic appliances and machinery in general, textiles, shoes and chemicals.


	Trade exchange Italy - Poland 
Trend 2003-2002-2001
	2003
value in €
	2002
value in €
	2001
value in €

	Exports
	4.578.417.269 
	4.277.736.754 
	4.243.106.227 

	Imports
	2.694.232.594 
	2.394.801.898 
	2.199.264.805 

	Balance
	1.884.184.675 
	1.882.934.856 
	2.043.841.422 


Source: ISTAT 
	Trade exchange Piedmont - Poland
Trend 2003-2002-2001
	2003
value in €
	2002
value in €
	2001
value in €

	Exports
	1.024.575.665
	843.835.853
	710.101.607

	Imports
	809.296.787
	639.054.217
	603.715.443

	Balance
	215.278.878
	204.781.636
	106.386.164


Source ISTAT 
	Trade exchange Vercelli - Poland 
Trend 2003-2002-2001
	2003
value in €
	2002
value in €
	2001
value in €

	Exports
	21.330.358
	22.951.818
	21.191.562

	Imports
	26.954.319
	17.187.774
	14.924.253

	Balance
	-5.623.961
	5.764.044
	6.267.309


Souece ISTAT 
MAIN USEFUL ADDRESSES 

	Embassies and Consulates in Italy

	Ambasciata di Polonia

	Ambassador: MICHAL RADLICKI (dal 22/02/02) 

	Via Pietro Paolo Rubens, 20 - 00197 Roma 

	Tel. (06) 3224455 / 3224597 / 3224695 - Fax (06) 3217895 - 

	Ufficio Consolare Tel. (06) 3233245 - 36204300 

	polish.embassy@agora.stm.it 

	Consolato

	Pass. E. L. Corner Piscopia, 10 - 35137 Padova 

	Telefono 049.8766366 - Fax 049.8219367 

	Orario: lun, mer, gio, ven 9.30-12.30 - mar 15-18 

	info@consolatodipolonia.it 

	www.consolatodipolonia.it

	Consolato Generale

	Corso Vercelli, 56 - 20145 Milano 

	Tel. 02. 48018978 / 48019312 - Fax 02. 48020345 

	Ufficio commerciale

	Via Olona, 2/4 00198 Roma 

	Tel. (06) 8541128 / 8548189 / 8557555 / 8840273 Fax (06) 8553391 

	Telex 610325 BRH I 

	Embassies and Consulates in Poland

	Ambasciata d'Italia Varsavia

	Ambassador: Giancarlo Leo 

	Placrowskiego 6 - 00055 Varsavia 

	Tel. (+48 22) 8263471-2-3 - Fax (+48 22) 8278507 

	ambvars@polbox.pl - ambasciata@italianembassy.pl 

	www.italianembassy.pl

	Gdynia - Consolato onorario

	Ulica Swietojanska , 32 

	81372 Gdynia 

	Tel. (+48 58) 201561 - Fax 8268867 

	Camera di Commercio Italiana

	Camera di Commercio e Industria Italo-Polacca

	Ul. Nowy Swiat 39 00-029 Varsavia 

	Tel. (+48 22) 8263484 Fax (+48 22) 8263487 

	www.italpolchamber.pl 

	Italian Institute for Foreign Trade – I.C.E.

	Wlosky Instytut Handlu Zagranicznego - Biuro W Warszawie

	Direttore: Cioni Guglielmo 

	Ulica Marszalkovska 72 - 00-545 Varsavia 

	Tel. (+48 22) 6280243 Tel. 6280600 

	varsavia@varsavia.ice.it 

	www.ice.it/estero2/varsavia/default2.htm

	European Union Representation

	Warsaw Financial Center, Floor 29, Emilii Plater 53, 00-113 Warsaw

	Tel. (+48-22) 520 82 00 - Fax (48-22) 520 82 82 

	mailto@delpol.cec.eu.int - delegation-poland@cec.eu.int 

	www.europa.delpol.pl 


