	SLOVENIA

	General information

	Area: 20.273 Km2

Capital: Ljubljana (280.000 inhabitants)

Other main cities:
Maribor (102.881 inhabitants) 

Celje (42.000 inhabitants)

Population:1.950.000 (density 96,1 inhabitants per Km2)

Language
The official language is Slovenian; the use of Serbo-Croatian is less widespread. Many Slovenes also speak German, English and Italian.

Currency
The official currency is the Slovenian Tolar (SIT) divided into 100 Stotins. The exchange rate on the 15th of March 2004 was 238,0400 Slovenian tolars per Euro.


	Main economic indicators

	


	Indicators
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003

	GDP at current prices (SIT billions) 
	4.222
	4.741
	5.285
	5.708

	GDP at current prices (US$ billions)
	19
	19,5
	22
	27,6

	Real growth rate (%)
	4,1
	2,9
	2,9
	2,3

	Per capita income (US$)
	n.d.
	n.d.
	n.d.
	n.d.

	Inflation %
	8,9
	8,4
	7,5
	5,6

	Unemployment rate
	12,2
	11,6
	11,6
	11,2

	Balance of trade (US$ millions)
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Exports (Fob)
	8.808
	9.342
	10.473
	12.928

	Imports (Fob)
	9.947
	9.964
	10.716
	13.552

	Balance
	-1.139
	-622
	-243
	-624

	Exchange rate SIT/US$ (annual average)
	222,7
	242,7
	240,3
	207,1

	Foreign debt (US$ billions)
	6,2
	6,7
	8,8
	11,3

	International reserves (US$ millions  - excluded gold)
	3.196
	4.330
	6.980
	8.497

	Source: EIU, Economist Intelligence Unit: Country Report March 2004


	


	Future prospects

	Slovenian policy will be centred on completing the necessary efforts for a better integration in the European Union.

In particular the government’s attention will be focused on the reduction of inflation, on the privatisation of the remaining big state enterprises, on the reconstruction of the enterprises interested in exports and on the conclusion of the other reforms necessary to the integration with the European Union.

The strategy for the economic development of Slovenia 2001-2006, the main national economic document, has, as main objective, a development based on coherent economic, social and environmental factors, and, at the same time, on a greater economic growth.


However, the attention is focused in particular on the reforms necessary to revitalize Slovenian economy through the development of training and technology.


Economic indicators at the end of 2003 already showed that Slovenia was entering a growth economic cycle, which could take the GDP to 3,3% in 2004, before the consolidation of growth expected for 2005, when the GDP might increase of 3.6%.

The growth will be driven by the constant increase in private purchases and by a strong expansion in fixed investments, supported by motorways and houses building. Slovenian economy will be also supported by a moderate recovery in exports, thanks to the coming out of the EU from economic depression.


Both consumers and entrepreneurs have now new confidence: the firsts foresee an improvement in the employment situation, while the others are waiting to register an improvement in industrial exports and production levels. The costs related to the adaptation to European standards in the production and infrastructures sector should drive the growth of public consuming in 2004-2005.


	 
	2004
	2005

	GDP (var. %)
	2,3
	3,6

	Inflation (%)
	3,6
	3,0

	Balance of trade(US$ millions)
	 

	Exports
	14.900
	16.800

	Imports
	16.000
	18.100

	Balance
	-1.100
	-1.300

	Source: EIU, Economist Intelligence Unit: Country Report March 2004


	


	Production sectors

	Slovenian economic structure is similar to that of advanced industrialized countries. The most important activity is to be found in the manufacturing sector with very diversified productions: metal-working, papermaking technology, shoe and textile industry have a long tradition. In the last few years electronic, chemical and pharmaceutical industry have grown considerably. The production system is undergoing rapid change: there has been a slight downturn in the traditional industries of textile, shoe and wood processing sector, while high technology activities are gaining ground. The industrial and agricultural sectors are largely constituted by small, mostly family-run businesses. The service sector is also becoming increasingly important..


	Sector
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003

	Agriculture
	3,3
	3,2
	3,2
	3,0

	Mining sector
	1,1
	0,8
	0,7
	n.d.

	Industry
	27,8
	25,8
	27,1
	28,1

	Building
	6,2
	5,3
	5,8
	5,9

	Transport and trade
	n.d.
	n.d.
	n.d.
	n.d.

	Electricity, gas and water
	3,2
	2,8
	3,2
	2,9

	Services
	58,4
	62,1
	60,2
	57,3

	Source: EIU, Economist Intelligence Unit: Country Report March 2004


	


	Trade exchange 

	Over the last few years the trend of exchanges between Italy and Slovenia has been gradually increasing. Italy registers a surplus in the exchanges with Slovenia; Italy is the second supplier and client of Slovenia after Germany.


As regards imports from Slovenia, transport vehicles, components, metal products, non-ferrous metals, electricity, basic chemicals, iron, cast iron and steel are the main products purchased by Italy. Also textiles and furniture are traditionally important Italian purchases.

The most relevant items exported from Italy are refined oil products, motor vehicles, basic chemical products, various types of machinery (for general, specialized and road use), metals and metal products, clothing items, some food products, especially fruit and vegetables, various types of pasta, oil and coffee.


	Trade exchange Italy - Slovenia 
Trend 2003-2002-2001
	2003
value in €
	2002
value in €
	2001
value in €

	Exports
	2.326.342.735 
	2.206.623.652 
	2.249.116.046 

	Imports
	1.632.369.793 
	1.457.532.142 
	1.415.902.110 

	Balance
	693.972.942 
	749.091.510 
	833.213.936 


Source ISTAT 4 

	Trade exchange Piedmont - Slovenia 
Trend 2003-2002-2001
	2003
value in €
	2002
value in €
	2001
value in €

	Exports
	160.944.878
	143.734.497
	207.333.071

	Imports
	83.173.490
	84.667.686
	84.491.504

	Balance
	77.771.388
	59.066.811
	122.841.567


Source ISTAT

	Trade exchange Vercelli - Slovenia 
Trend 2003-2002-2001
	2003
value in €
	2002
value in €
	2001
value in €

	Exports
	5.496.866
	4.360.460
	5.894.964

	Imports
	1.947.276
	3.097.196
	3.364.479

	balance
	3.549.590
	1.263.264
	2.530.485


Source ISTAT
MAIN USEFUL ADDRESSES 

	Embassies and Consulates in Italy

	Ambasciata della Slovenia in Italia

	Ambassador: Vojko Volk (dal 29/05/01) 

	Via L. Pisano, 10 - 00197 Roma 

	Tel. (06) 80914310; - Fax (06) 8081471 (urg. 335413043) 

	Tel. sez. Consolare (06) 80914317 - CIRCOSCRIZIONE: Tutto il territorio della Repubblica Italiana

eccetto le Regioni rientranti nella Circoscrizione del Consolato Generale di Trieste 

	Tel. Ufficio Commerciale (06) 80914323 

	vri@mzz-dkp.gov.si 

	Consolato Generale Trieste

	Via San Giorgio 1 - 34123 Trieste 

	Tel. (040) 307855 / 308448 - Fax (040) 308266 

	CIRCOSCRIZIONE: Friuli-Venezia Giulia, Veneto, Trentino-Alto Adige, Lombardia, Emilia-Romagna,

 Piemonte, Valle d’Aosta 

	Consolato Onorario Caltanissetta 

	Viale della Regione 54 - 93100 Caltanissetta 

	Tel. (0934) 563168 - Fax (0934) 561270 

	CIRCOSCRIZIONE: Sicilia 

	ugogin@tiscalinet.it 

	Embassies and Consulates in Slovenia

	Ambasciata d'Italia a Ljubliana

	Ambasciatore: Norberto Cappello 

	Snezniska Ulica, 8 - 1000 Ljubljana 

	Tel. (+386 1) 4262320 / 4262194 / 4258659 Fax (+386 1) 4253302 

	amblubiana@siol.net 

	Capodistria (Istria) - Consolato Generale 

	Cons. Gen. Bruno Scapini 

	Belvedere 2 - 6000 Capodistria 

	Tel. (+3865) 6273749-6273747 Fax (+3865) 6273746 

	cg.capodistria@siol.net 

	www.consolatocapodistria.si

	Italian Institute for Foreign Trade - I.C.E

	Italijanski Institut Za Zunanjo Trgovino 

	Direttore: Zerbo Vincenza 

	Vladna Ustanova Cankarjeva 10 - 1000 Ljubljana (Slovenija) 

	Tel. (+386 1) 4224370 - Fax (+386 1) 4224375 

	lubiana.lubiana@ice.it 

	www.ice.it/estero2/lubiana/default2.htm 

	European Union Representation

	Delegation of the European Commission in Slovenia

	Trg. Republike 3/XI - 1000 Ljubljana 

	Tel. (+386 1) 4252085 - Fax (+386 1) 4251303 

	eumail@delsvn.cec.eu.int 

	http://www.evropska-unija.si


